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guppy breeders of 1961
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Background and Premise

Back in 2012 I was going through the public domain archives looking for 
aquarium literature for a project I was researching.  I came across the May 1961
issue of Tropical Fish Hobbyist magazine. It seems this particular issue had not 
been properly copyrighted and fell into the public domain.  During the 1960’s 
“Guppy Corner” by the guppy legend, Paul Hähnel was a regular feature in the 
magazine. 

My first inclination was to publish the material as is on the IGEES website.  But 
as I read through the article it struck me that the questions were very similar to 
the one’s people were asking Philip Shaddock on his Guppy Designer forum.  
This gave me an idea. What if Philip were presented with the same questions 
without the knowledge of what Hähnel’s replies were?  

I contacted Philip and told him my idea. He thought it was interesting and 
agreed to participate in the project.  Philip was presented with the questions in a
text document which he edited to answer them.  He did not know what Hähnel’s 
answers were.  There is one question which was omitted because it involved 
identifying a sketch of an insect. Because the sketch was not published with the 
article Philip could not have identified it. 

The Guppy Scene of 1961
You will notice most of the questions refer to Veil tail guppies.  At this time most 
hobbyists in North America still referred to any guppy with a large tail as a Veil.  
Even the 1957 article in “The Aquarium” regarding Koenig and Rutkowski’s offer 
to give Delta breeding stock away referred to them as Veils and not Detltas.  
1961 is also the final year that TFH magazine served as the “official organ” for 
TIFAS, The International Federation of Aquarium Societies.  The TIFAS 
standards, were written by the magazine’s publisher Herbert Axelrod. The 
American Guppy Association standards which detailed the distinctions between 
the two strains were less than a year old at this point and not recognized by 
TIFAS or TFH.
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This picture shows one of Hahnel’s Veil tail guppies.

  Questions and Answers:

Q: I have some veil tail red guppies that are about 4 months old.  My females all
look pregnant.  I would like to know if my females could have babies at such a 
young age.  If not, how old do they have to be?

Hähnel: Four months is just fine.  My experience is that guppies will have their 
first litter within 10 weeks.

Shaddock: Raised along with males, the female guppy can have a small 
number of fry as early as 2.5 months. (Rosenthal scientific paper published i 
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1952.)

Q: I would like to know if I can cross green veil tails with red veil tails.  What 
would be the results?

Hähnel: By mixing two colors you will get a varigated fish.  

Shaddock: Depends on the genetics of the two strains. How complex are their 
genetics? Difficult to predict without a history and a picture of the two strains, but
you would expect the red color to dominate, with some metallic green showing.

Q: I have a fancy swordtail guppy without colors and I am crossing him with red 
veil tail females. Will the young be colorless?

Hähnel: By crossing a plain swordtail to a red veil tail guppy you should get at 
least 1/3 of the offspring with some red color markings. 

Shaddock: No. There is no such thing as an entirely colorless guppy. There are 
“neutral” guppies which only have wild-type patterns and no mutant color genes.

Q: Could you give me a list of addresses for guppy clubs or societies that have 
guppy clubs in the New York / New Jersey area?

Hähnel: For a list of guppy clubs in your area write to: Larry Konig 824 Rebecca
Place, Elizabeth 4 N.J.

Shaddock: Contact the International Guppy Education and Exhibition Society 
(IGEES). http://IGEES.org

Q: Could you explain line breeding, selective breeding, inbreeding, out breeding,
and crossbreeding?

Hähnel: The methods of breeding could not possibly be covered in this small a 
space, but there are books which would be very helpful.  The best way in my 
mind is to experiment and get your answers in this way, which is most of the fun 
of the hobby. 
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Shaddock: Line breeding is a form of inbreeding where two genetically related 
lines are occasionally crossed. Inbreeding is the mating of two genetically 
related lines. They do not have to be brother and sister. That is why line 
breeding is a form of inbreeding. Out breeding is presumably crossing two 
genetically divergent guppies. But this too is inbreeding if the two strains are not 
substantially genetically different. Crossbreeding is another way of saying out 
breeding.

Q: What are the differences in appearance between fantails, veil tails, and 
triangles?

Hähnel: As the name indicates, Fan tails are spread out, Veil tails are straight, 
and Triangles are in the shape of a triangle. 

Shaddock: Different terms for the same basic tail shape (delta). veil tails 
commonly have a narrower angle of spread. 

Q: I want to know if I am starting out right in the raising fancy guppies. I feed 
them 10 times a day, mixing adult and baby brine shrimp and frozen tubifex. In 
between their main feedings I offer white worms, liver paste, daphnia, and hard 
boiled egg yolk in small quantities.  No dried food is fed.  This diet applies during
the first 4 weeks of their lives.  During the next 2 months I feed baby brine 
shrimp 4 times a day, tubifex 3 times a day, and adult brine shrimp (mashed) 
three times a day.  In between, white worms are offered.  Do you think that 
microworms are a good food for babies to eat during the second stage of their 
lives? 

Hähnel: If you have the time to feed your guppies ten time a day fine.  Guppies 
are gluttons.  I wonder how they will look when they are six to eight months old.  
My fish get fed three times a day, but I also feed dry food.  It makes good sense 
to feed your fish a wide selection of foods, because each has a combination of 
vitamins that the others do not have. Do not feed white worms to frequently; 
once or twice a week is plenty.  Overfeeding with white worms causes fattening 
of the liver and sex organs. 
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Shaddock: You are overfeeding your fish. Good quality modern dry guppy foods
have almost all the nutritional value necessary for healthy guppies. Live brine 
shrimp are recommended for newborn guppies and for conditioning females 
during pregnancy.

Q: I have had fish for three years.  I have never had so much trouble with 
guppies.  I recently purchased a guppy trap.  I put one female in my tank and 
one in my brother's? Both of the females died but none of the others even got 
sick.  Could you please tell me why they died?

Hähnel: I never use any of the contraptions.  If you plant your tank with floating 
as well as rooted plants you will have no trouble saving most of your babies.  If 
possible avoid moving a gravid female.  The water may be different in the other 
tank which could lead to trouble.  

Shaddock: Avoid traps! Females can injure themselves in them. Put females in 
a small tank with lots of plant cover or unraveled plastic pot scrubbers (my 
preferred method for ease of cleaning). Females should be moved into the drop 
tank several days or a week before dropping so she is not harassed. Harassed 
females are vulnerable to disease, especially right after birth.

Q: I have an aquarium with red veil tails in it.  Each of my females has yellow in 
it's tail.  If I breed these fish will the males turn out to have the same color veil 
tail?

Hähnel: I do not see any reason why they would not breed true.  The only 
drawback could be that you don't have first class conditions in your tank. If such 
is the case neither your guppies or any other fish will produce healthy offspring.  
Youngsters are born half sick and colors do not develop properly.  Good results 
depend on you not the fish.

Shaddock: No.

Q: Do you think I should use male hormones on my guppies?  If so, where can I 
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get Methyl testosterone?

Hähnel: Methyl testosterone is a hormone used to tell if your females carry the 
genes for a red coloring.  Your druggist can make it up for you, but be careful 
how you use it, or your females will develop male characteristics after six weeks 
or so.

Shaddock: This is a controlled substance. Illegal!

Q: Could you give me some facts about guppy genetics?  I want to know if the 
gene for the top sword caudal fin is dominant or recessive to that for a normal 
caudal.  I would also like to know if it is sex linked or carried by only one kind of 
chromosome.  If it is carried by only the female chromosome, how can I tell if a 
female is carrying a hidden gene, if a gene is recessive? 

Hähnel: I do not pretend to be a geneticist.  When I want to know such things I 
refer to the work of Dr. Myron Gordon.   As I have said in many reports, and at 
many meetings I do not breed my guppies by genetics, but let them breed at 
random. 
 
Shaddock: The sex-linked sword extensions are considered to be recessive to 
a delta caudal. A good sword shape may depend on a number of genes, some 
of which may be autosomal. There are genes that make fin rays extend and 
others that stop them from extending. Female genes that are not expressed can 
be revealed in properly designed crosses with neutral males. Having a neutral or
wild-type strain in your fish room is a very good idea when exploring your 
strain’s genetics.
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