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The IGEES Guppy Innovation Contest (GIC) is designed to encourage guppy breeders to be creative and 
experiment as well as to encourage the development of new strains.  It can be held as a stand alone guppy 
show,  a club bowl show, in lieu of an “open class” at a traditional guppy show, as a photo contest either at a club 
event or as an on-line competition.  The GIC is an excellent way to attract international entries to a guppy show 
that would not normally conform to local standards.

1. The GIC Judging Panel:  

Because of the subjective nature of the GIC the quality and experience of the judges is paramount.  There 
should be at least one judge with a good command of guppy genetics as well as knowledge of established guppy 
strains.  The panel is comprised of a “Chief Judge” as well as up to six other judges depending on the number of 
entries in the contest. The Chief Judge is responsible for moderating the judges in consultation and in making 
the ultimate decision of the winners in the event of a tie.  The Chief Judge also provides general comments 
about the show after it's conclusion. The Chief Judge must be approved by the IGEES.

2. The GIC Database:

All entries and the results of the contest  are entered into an on-line database including a photograph of the 
entry, The name of the strain, the name of the breeder, the breeder statement, any photographs submitted with 
the entry,  the awards won, and the judges commentary. The Chief judge also makes some general comments 
about each contest including some of the challenges faced by the judges.  The data is made available on-line for 
the contestants and potential contestants for future contests.  The data is also used by the judging panel for the 
purpose of judging the Strain Development Class.

3. The GIC Classes:

 The two primary award tracks presented in the GIC are the “Artisan Class” and the “Strain Development Class” 
both classes are given equal weight in the contest.  A contestant can designate an entry for an individual class or 
for both simultaneously.  It is not necessary to offer awards for both classes in a contest. For example awards for 
the Strain Development Class may not be offered if there are not allot of contestants who have not participated 
in previous contests.   Regardless of what class the entries compete in all entries are entered into the GIC 
database for judging  in the strain development class in future contests. The winners of  awards for these 
classes are decided by the entire GIC judging panel in consultation.  



A. The Strain Development Class (SDC):

The awards for this class are given to the breeder who has made the best overall improvement of the breeder's 
strain based on entries from previous Guppy Innovation Contests documented in the GIC Database. The 
following table represents the rank of importance of various attributes considered by the GIC judges.

Rank Description

A. Introducing an entirely new color of the strain

B. Introducing a new shape of body or fins

C. Features that have mutated or developed from existing ones.

D. Features that have been superimposed on existing ones.

E. New combinations that have not been thought of before

F. Increased vitality of the strain or the fixing of specific attributes

- If any of the above criteria is not useful for evaluating a specific entry it's rank will be lowered in 
consideration.

The above criteria are just focus points.  If they are not relevant to an individual entry they should be discarded 
from the decision.  In the end the decision is subjective.  The purpose of the Strain Development Class is to 
grade the development of the strain.  Whether or not the strain is a “finished product” or not should not enter into 
the decision.

B. The Artisan Class(AC):

The artisan class is judged in a manner similar to an art contest or photo contest.  The awards for this class are 
based on the originality of the entry in relation to all the other entries in the contest.  Color, Size, Fin shape, and 
Vitality are all taken into consideration but the decision is based solely on the subjectivity of the judges.

4. GIC Entry Criteria:

In a Guppy Innovation Contest  the guppy breeders are given some level of communication with the judges to 
give them guidance on how the entry should be judged.

A. The Breeders Name: 

The name of the breeder is on the entry so that the judges know whose fish they are looking at.

B. The Strain Name:

This lets the judge know if this is a new strain or an interpretation of an existing strain.  The name “North 
American Green Delta” , for example tells the judge that the fish is an interpretation of classic strain..   If it is a 
new strain the breeder may give it a unique name. The name  should attempt to be descriptive.  Note: If the 
strain name contains a regional designation the regional standards are taken into consideration but this does not 
mean that that fish are judged strictly by those standards. For the purpose of judging the Strain Development 
Class the strain name should be consistent with the name used in previous contests. 

C. The Breeder's Statement:

The breeder is allowed to make a maximum 100 word  written statement to the judges about the strain.  It could 
be instructions to the judge to emphasize the color of the fish. “Notice this fishes color” or “I am still working on 
perfecting the tail” It could also be a statement about the breeding goal. “This is my first attempt at trying to 
create a swallow version of this strain”.  It could also state the lineage or genetics involved in creating the strain. 
For Example: “This is a cross between a female yellow tuxedo and a male blue moscow”  It could also call the 
judges attention to a specific aspect of the fish. “notice how the pattern in the tail resembles a fireworks display 
at night”.  If the breeder has had entries in previous contests but is offering an entry as a new strain they should 
inform the judges in the statement that “This is a new strain”.  The breeder is also allowed to submit up to 10 



photographs of guppies related to the entry to document how the strain was created or to demonstrate 
improvement over time.

D. The Judges Commentary:

The Chief Judge makes comments a general comment about the contest and specific commentary related to the 
winners of the Strain Development and Artisan classes.  In most cases they are suggestions to the breeder for 
future contests. For Example “This strain is coming along very nicely in the future I would like to see the swords 
elongated”.   Or comments like “The color has diminished in this strain from what I have seen in the past.  I think 
it is starting to become inbred.  I would like to see some new blood added in the future.”  Any judge is welcome 
to make a comment.  All judges are encouraged to provide commentary on the entries to provide guidance to the 
breeder.
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